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July 10, 2016 

 
The Soma Tacoma family gathered with heavy hearts on Sunday, July 10, 2016.  The 
events of the previous week, including the deaths in Louisiana, Minnesota, and 
Dallas, along with the myriad responses that followed, left us longing to lament the 
brokenness of our world. To cry out to Jesus for help and healing, and to hear the 
clarion call of the Word of God sound out amidst the cacophony of cultural noise.  
 
Below are a few scriptures we are read, and, in some cases, a brief recap of the 
thoughts that were shared: 

== 
 
Romans 8:22-23 
“For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies.” 

== 
 
After giving a clear and concise explanation of the gospel, that while we were dead 
in our sin, we were saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus, Paul explains that 
racial reconciliation is the first practical implication of the gospel.  
 
Ephesians 2:11-22 
“Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called ‘the 
uncircumcision’ by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands—remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from 
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who 
has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 
by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might 
create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might 
reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are 



 

being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” 
 

== 

Ezekiel 33:11 
“Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from 
your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?”   
 
God is not pleased when anyone dies.  His heart is broken by death.  We were not 
made for death.  He gave his Son so that death might be conquered.  If we are not 
moved to grief and compassion when we hear about another human dying-whether 
a black man, a police officer, or a sniper who targets police-then we have lost sight 
of the mercy and compassion God has shown us.  Psalm 107 paints several pictures 
of redemption, and addresses any believer who might be tempted to withhold 
compassion and say, “they got what they deserved.” 

Psalm 107:10-16 
“Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, prisoners in affliction and in 
irons, for they had rebelled against the words of God, and spurned the counsel of the 
Most High. So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor; they fell down, with 
none to help. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them 
from their distress. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and 
burst their bonds apart. Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, for his 
wondrous works to the children of man! For he shatters the doors of bronze and 
cuts in two the bars of iron.”  

God is indiscriminate in the distribution of his compassion! He describes himself as, 
“Compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness” 
(Exodus 34:7).  As his people, he calls us to “put on a heart of compassion, humility, 
gentleness, and patience” (Colossians 3:13).  God does not look scornfully at the 
person who’s dug themselves a hole, saying, “You got yourself into this situation.  
You fix it.”  If we lack compassion for anyone, we need to remember the compassion 
God has shown us.  “While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

== 

Romans 12:14-21 
“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not 
be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no 
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he 



 

is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals 
on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”     

== 

Isaiah 10:1-2 
“Woe to those who decree iniquitous decrees, and the writers who keep writing 
oppression, to turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of 
their right, that widows may be their spoil, and that they may make the fatherless 
their prey!”   
 
This is a small sample of the countless scriptures decrying injustice.  We must stand 
against any and all forms of injustice. Instead of spending the majority of our time 
parsing out exactly where justice ends and injustice begins, let's agree that things 
are not as they should be! And that, as the people of God, we must stand against 
injustice wherever it may exist.  
 
== 

Isaiah 53:7-11  
“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb 
that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he 
opened not his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for 
his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the 
wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and 
there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has 
put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; 
he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. Out of the 
anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous 
one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their 
iniquities.”   
 
Jesus suffered the greatest injustice of all time.  There has never been a greater 
injustice than the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  An innocent man was tortured to death 
for the sins of the entire human race.  That’s not fair!  “Yet it was the will of the Lord 
to crush him” so that he would “make many to be accounted righteous”!   

To those who’ve been oppressed, the cross says, “You are not alone in your 
suffering.”  Jesus is a sympathetic high priest who knows your pain.  And one day, he 
will return to make all things new!  To those who have oppressed others, the cross 
says, “How dare you treat another human in this manner!”  But it also says, “Jesus 
died to pay for your oppressive abuse!  You can be forgiven!”  And to those who 
ignore injustice, the cross says, “God takes injustice seriously, and so we must.”  He 
took it so seriously that he subjected himself to injustice in order that he might one 
day do away with it!   


