
 
SOMA FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 

 
OVERVIEW 
Soma exists to see Tacoma and beyond saturated with Jesus in the everyday stuff of life. This 
requires the presence of Christ in his people, living as disciples who make disciples of Jesus, and 
this happens when people receive and live out the gospel (good news) of who Jesus Christ is and 
what he has done. 

Being a “member” of God’s Family (the Church) is very different from “membership” by the world’s 
definition. We believe the church is God’s household (Eph. 2:19). We are God’s family called to 
devote ourselves to one another in loving relationship (Acts 2:42), showing what God is like, and 
inviting others to join his family through faith in Jesus Christ.  

Though the Church is one household with one God and Father over us all, we believe it’s important 
to devote ourselves to a local expression of the church, submitting ourselves to one another under 
biblically qualified elders for the purpose of ongoing care, equipping, development for ministry, 
and faithfulness to our doctrine and mission.  

Our “family membership” is an expression of our desire to learn and live as a family together on 
mission so that the vision of Jesus-saturation might take place. 

 

OUR VISION  
Our vision is to see Jesus-saturation in Tacoma and beyond, so that every man, woman, and 
child has a daily encounter with Jesus in word and deed.  

God's vision is to see the knowledge of the glory of the Lord cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea (Habakkuk 2:14). Jesus is the glory of God, and he is the means by which anyone comes to truly 
know God, and it is Jesus Christ in us who is the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27). For people to see 
the glory of God, Jesus has to come into our lives, change us, and work through us.  

It is our hope that Soma might be a part of equipping God's people to realize they are the church 
sent into the everyday stuff of life so God might fill every place with His glory through His people (2 
Cor. 3:18). This means that the values and attributes of Christ will influence our relationships, work, 
abilities, and resources, so that the way we live increasingly communicates that we treasure Jesus 
Christ above all else. 

 

OUR MISSION  
Our mission is to be disciples of Jesus who make disciples of Jesus in everyday life. 

Jesus-saturation happens when people receive Jesus as their Savior and Lord and thereby become 
disciples of Jesus, committed to leading others to become disciples of Jesus in the everyday stuff of 
life (Matt. 28:19).  

The mission of Soma is not just to grow a Sunday gathering or fill missional communities with 
people. Our desire is to equip God's people, who are filled with God’s Spirit, to be disciples who 
make disciples, so Gospel-saturation might take place. 
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PERSONAL STATEMENT OF FAITH  

● I am a Christian saved by grace from the eternal wrath of God by faith in Jesus Christ, my 
Lord and Savior, through his death and resurrection, by which I am assured of eternal life 
(Eph. 2:8-9; John 3:16-18; Rom. 3:23-26: Rom. 5:9).  

● I believe Jesus Christ is exactly who he claimed to be: God’s eternal son, the Messiah, who 
became flesh; fully God and fully man, the only mediator between God and man. (Isa. 53:6; 
Matt. 26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 22:70; John 4:25-26; 6:29; 8:58; 11:25-27; 14:6-7; 15:5).  

● I have repented of my sins and have been made a new creation in Christ (1 John 1:9; 2 Cor. 
5:17). I have trusted that on the cross, Jesus Christ absorbed God the Father’s wrath for my 
sin and that his perfect life of righteousness has been transferred to me (imputed) by faith 
so that I am counted as righteous (justified) before a holy God (Gal. 3:13; 2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 4:5). 

● In obedience to Scripture, I have been baptized to personally identify with the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus, and to publicly demonstrate my new identity as a disciple of 
Jesus (Col. 2:12; 1 Peter 3:21). 

 

SOMA STATEMENT OF DOCTRINE [WHAT WE BELIEVE] 
I agree with the core beliefs of Soma Tacoma, which are expressed in both The Lausanne 
Covenant Statement of Faith, and in our five core theological emphases: 

Please read our full Statement of Doctrine at www.somatacoma.org/statement-of-doctrine 
1. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is central for our motivation and practice.  

2. God acts sovereignly to save sinners. 

3. The continuing presence of the Holy Spirit equips and empowers the saints. 

4. God created men and women as equal and complementary image bearers of God. 

5. All believers are sent on Jesus’ mission to make disciples. 

 

SOMA’S VALUES 
In addition to the above doctrinal statements, the following describe values of Soma Tacoma (also 
called “distinctives” on the wearesoma.org website): 

● Biblical Authority and Prayer 

● Being Before Doing 

● Contextualization & Diversity 

● Planting churches of Missional Communities 

● Kingdom Collaboration 

● Always Being Reformed 

● Story-Formed 

Soma Tacoma is part of a “family of churches” that includes more than 40 local churches around 
the country and the world! Soma Tacoma, the first Soma church, was officially established on 
September 12, 2004. Visit www.wearesoma.com/our-distinctives for more on Soma’s Distinctives 
and see a list of Soma churches. 
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COMMITMENT OF SOMA LEADERS TO ITS MEMBERS 

● We commit that your elders and deacons (along with MC leaders who represent our elders) 
will meet the criteria assigned to them in the Scriptures (1 Tim. 3:1-13; 5:17-22; Titus 1:5-9; 1 
Peter 5:1-4). We commit to seek God’s will for our church community to the best of our 
ability as we study the Scriptures, pray, and follow the Spirit (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-5).  

● We commit to care for you and seek your growth as a disciple of Christ, in part by equipping 
you for service (Eph. 4:11-13) and praying for you regularly, particularly when you are sick 
(James 5:14).  

● We commit to provide teaching and counsel from the whole of Scripture (Acts 20:27-28; Gal. 
6:6; 1 Tim. 5:17-18).  

● We commit to be on guard against false teachers (Acts 20:28-31).  

● We commit to a patient and loving biblical process of restoration for a brother or sister in 
Christ who is caught in sin (Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5; Gal. 6:1). 

● We commit to set an example and join you in fulfilling the duties of church members (1 Cor. 
11:1; Phil. 3:17; 1 Tim. 4:12). 

● In the event that a member believes an elder is sinning or unfit for leadership due to sin, the 
elders agree to submit to the biblical process outlined in Matt. 18:15-20 or 1 Tim. 5:19-20. If 
you find yourself in this position, the following are biblical steps toward loving reconciliation: 

1. Ideally, go first to the elder 

2. If that is not possible, go to one of the other elders on the team 

3. If for some reason that is not possible, go to the leader directly overseeing you, and 
take them to the elder in question or to another elder on the team 

4. Lastly, if those things above have taken place but help is still needed outside our 
elder team, you are encouraged to contact the leadership teams of the following 
partner churches for aboratration: 

a. Doxa Church, Bellevue WA 

b. Soma Federal Way, Federal Way WA 

c. wearesoma.org 

 
MY COMMITMENT TO SOMA AS A MEMBER 

● I commit to gather regularly with my Soma family on Sundays. (Acts 20:7; Colossians 
3:16-17; Ephesians 5:18-21; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34, 14:26, 16:2; Acts 6:1-4) 

● I commit to a Soma Missional Community—a family of Jesus followers who learn to 
make disciples in the everyday stuff of life. (Matthew 28: 18-20; John 20:21-22; Acts 1:8, 
2:41-47; Ephesians 5:1-2; Matthew 25:31-46; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Romans 15:1-7) 

● I commit to contribute to God’s mission by giving of my time, talents and treasures to 
the Soma family and beyond. (Matthew 6:21; Acts 2:41-47; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 9:5-11; 2 
Timothy 5:17-18; Galatians 6:6-7; James 2:15-16; 1 John 3:16-18) 
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In addition to the above, 

● The above Personal Statement of Faith (Page 2) is true and personal to me, and by God’s 
grace, I commit to walk in holiness as an act of worship to Jesus Christ, who has saved me 
from my sin so that I could live a new life (2 Cor. 5:17). 

● I have read and understood the full Soma Statement of Doctrine [What We Believe] 
www.somatacoma.org/statement-of-doctrine and will not be divisive to its teaching. I also 
understand the importance of submission to church leadership and will be diligent to 
preserve unity and peace (Eph. 4:1-3; Heb. 13:7, 17). 

● I have read and understood the values of Soma Tacoma (also called “distinctives” on the 
wearesoma website: www.wearesoma.org) 

● I commit to submit to the authority of God’s Word (Scripture) as the final arbiter on all 
issues (Ps. 119; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

● I commit to submit to discipline by God through His Holy Spirit and in the event that I 
believe a fellow brother or sister in Christ has sinned against me, or I against them, I commit 
to pursue restoration through a loving biblical process (Ps. 141:5; Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:1-5; 2 
Cor. 2:5-8; Gal. 6:1-5 8; 1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim. 2:25; Titus 1:9; 3:10-11; Heb. 12:5-11; Rev. 2:5-7, 14-25).  

● I have read the Vision and Mission statements of Soma and commit to participate in this 
mission as a disciple of Jesus. I commit to live in the light of my new identity in Christ, 
seeking to serve the ministry of the local and global church for his glory.  

● I understand that this commits me to the members of Soma, and I willingly place myself in 
submission to the elders of the church. I accept the responsibility to notify Soma leadership 
if at any time I can no longer commit to this agreement or if I have any questions, 
comments, or concerns regarding Soma.  
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MEMBERSHIP FAQ 

 

Q: Why church membership? 
A: Please listen online to the sermon (9/8/19): Devoted Family: Why Membership? 

We believe that local church membership is biblical, and that belonging represents our 
commitment to collectively live on Jesus' mission together in the everyday stuff of life. Together, as 
a family of believers, we commit to love one another, build each other up into Christ (Eph 4:15) and 
lead others to do the same. While all Christians are a part of the universal Church, we believe God's 
word gives clear instruction to belong to a specific local church (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 2:19; Acts 2:42; 
Romans 12; Matt. 28:18-20). 
 

Q: Who is this membership process for? 
A: The membership process is for everyone, but it will look different for two groups: 

1. If you desire to be part of a Missional Community or you have not been through Soma’s 
basic training on Missional Community (Gospel - Identity - Rhythms at any Soma church), 
we invite you to the following process: 

○ Attend Soma Family Membership 101: Intro To Soma 
○ Sign up for Soma Family Membership 201. Details & registration here: 

www.somatacoma.org/201 
○ Be part of a Soma Family Membership 301: Pilot Missional Community 
○ Complete the online *Membership Affirmation Form 
○ Have a conversation with a Soma Leader (Elder, Deacon, or MC Leader) who will 

follow up with you to discuss membership 

2. If you are currently part of an active Missional Community and you have been through 
Soma’s basic trainings on Missional Community (Gospel - Identity - Rhythms at any Soma 
church), we invite you to the following process: 

○ Listen to all parts of the Devoted Family teaching series 
○ Discuss and pray with your Missional Community regarding local church 

membership 
○ Complete the online *Membership Affirmation Form 
○ Have a conversation with a Soma Leader (Elder, Deacon, or MC Leader) who will 

follow up with you to discuss membership 

*Please Note: In order to fill out the online Membership Affirmation Form you'll need to sign up for 
Soma Connect, our online communication tool.  
 
*This online Form will be available beginning Sunday, September 29th, 2019.  
 
 

Q: Where can I find out Soma’s beliefs? 
A: www.somatacoma.org/statement-of-doctrine 
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Q: Is membership required to be part of a Soma Missional 
Community?  
A: No, many whom we have built relationships with through our Missional Communities have not 
yet believed in Jesus. 

 
Q: Is membership required to be a leader at Soma Tacoma?  
A: Yes, we want to ensure that all leaders, including key teachers, are committed members of our 
church.  
 
Q: Where can I find out who is on Soma’s Leadership Team? 
A: www.somatacoma.org/leadership 

 
Q: Do married couples go through the membership process 
together, or separately? 
A: We ask that Married couples fill out a separate Membership Affirmation Forms, but typically they 
will go through the entire process together. 

 
Q: I want to become a member but my spouse does not. Can I be a 
member? 
A: If you find yourself in this situation, please contact one of our elders for further conversation. 
Generally speaking, we welcome a spouse to move through the membership process, even if their 
husband/wife is unable or uninterested. 

 
Q: What are some good resources for learning more about local 
church membership?  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tlS0PJJ4UFw 
https://www.9marks.org/article/journalchurch-membership-biblical/ 
https://www.doxa-church.com/blog/post/3-reasons-for-covenant-membership 
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